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Preemption  vs.  Prevention: 

A  Short  Primer  on  the  Bush  War  Doctrine 

[A}s  a  matter  of  common  sense  and  self-defense,  America  will  act  against... emerging  threats  before  tliexf  arefidly 
formed.... I  W]e  will  not  hesitate  to  act  alone,  if  necessary,  to  exercise  our  right  of  self-defense  by  acting  preemptively 
against... terrorists,  to  prevent  them  from  doing  harm  against  our  people  and  our  country." 

National  Security  Strategy  of  the  United  States 

September  2002 


This,  the  so-called  "Bush  Doctrine"  justifying  the 
first  use  of  military  power,  sets  U.S.  international 
relations  on  a  foundation  of  permanent  war.  The 
U.S.  has  always  reserved  the  right  to  defend  itself 
against  palpably  imminent  hostile  acts  of  other 
countries  by  launching  a  preemptive  attack  of  its 
own.  Even  with  nuclear  weapons,  current  U.S.  poli¬ 
cy  does  not  rule  out  a  first  strike  against  a  similarly 
armed  opponent. 

Properly  understood,  the  "right"  of  sovereign  states 
to  launch  a  preemptive  strike  when  all  other  mea¬ 
sures  to  dissipate  the  threat  of  imminent  military 
attack  have  failed  is  a  form  of  deterrence  to  war. 

And  it  is  in  this  sense  that  the  Charter  of  the  United 
Nations  makes  an  exception  to  its  fundamental  stric¬ 
ture  (Article  2)  that  "Members  shall  refrain  in  their 
international  relations  from  the  threat  or  use  of  force 
against  the  territorial  integrity  or  political  indepen¬ 
dence  of  any  state." 

The  UN  recognizes  "the  inherent  right  of  individual 
or  collective  self-defence  if  an  armed  attack  occurs" 
(Article  51).  However,  the  "Bush  Doctrine"  upends 
this  and  turns  it  into  a  presumptive  right  of  preven¬ 
tive,  offensive  unilateral  military  action  against  any 
country  thought  to  be  attempting  to  acquire  a 
warfighting  capability  to  which  Washington  objects 
(usually  nuclear,  chemical,  or  biological  weapons  or 
delivery  systems  such  as  long-range  missiles).  The 
Doctrine  assumes  that  any  nation  not  aligned  with 


the  U.S.  that  is  developing  or  acquiring  technology 
useful  for  these  weapons  intends  to  attack  the  U.S. 
directly  or  give  the  weapons  to  "terrorist"  groups  to 
use. 

The  "Bush  Doctrine"  discards  the  requirement  for 
objective  evidence  of  an  imminent  attack  (e.g.,  troop 
movements  or  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of 
attack).  All  that  is  needed  is  a  U.S.  unilateral  deter¬ 
mination  that  at  some  undefined  future  time,  using 
means  that  might  be  acquired  or  developed,  another 
country  possibly  could  constitute  a  challenge  to  U.S. 
national  interests,  however  defined. 

Preventive  war  entirely  removes  the  traditional  justi¬ 
fication  for  preemptive  war:  that  the  threat  of  mili¬ 
tary  action  is  so  imminent,  substantive  (combining 
both  capability  and  intention),  and  substantial  that 
an  attack  is  virtually  certain.  In  international  law, 
this  near  certainty  that  a  significant  attack  is  about  to 
happen  triggers  the  right  of  self-defense  proportion¬ 
al  to  the  threat  posed  until  the  threat  ends  or  the  UN 
Security  Council  takes  effective  action  to  restore 
peace  and  security.  Under  these  conditions,  preemp¬ 
tive  war  is  legal.  Preventive  war  never  is. 

In  summary,  justification  of  preemptive  military 
action  rests  on  objective  realities:  enemy  capability, 
intent,  the  imminence  of  attack.  Justification  of  pre¬ 
ventive  military  action  rests  on  fortune-telling  —  and 
is  as  prone  to  substantial  error.  ■ 
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Help  for  Victims  of  Atrocities 

On  March  11,  as  the  U.S.  moved  into  high  gear  for  war  against  Iraq,  the 
rest  of  the  world  took  an  historic  step  toward  the  peaceful  prevention 
of  deadly  conflict  and  the  rule  of  international  law.  The  International 
Criminal  Court  (ICC)  swore  in  its  first  assembly  of  18  judges  at  a 
ceremony  at  the  Hague.  The  ICC  is  an  independent,  permanent  court 
that  will  investigate  and  try  individuals  accused  of  crimes  against 
humanity,  genocide,  and  war  crimes.  The  ICC  plans  to  begin  investi¬ 
gations  this  summer  and  a  first  case  may  come  to  trial  by  the  end  of 
2004. 

The  opening  of  the  ICC  is  a  remarkable  advance  in  international  law 
and  human  rights.  Unfortunately,  the  Bush  Administration  and  the 
majority  in  Congress  oppose  the  ICC  and  have  actively  worked  to 
undermine  its  legitimacy  and  effectiveness. 

This  spring,  in  the  wake  of  war  against  Iraq,  organizations  that  support 
the  ICC  are  joining  the  Victims  Trust  Fund  Campaign  to  educate  U.S. 
policymakers  on  the  importance  of  international  law,  justice,  and 
respect  for  human  dignity. 

The  Victims  Trust  Fund  Campaign 

The  Victims  Trust  Fund  is  a  part  of  the  ICC  that  will  distribute 
reparations  to  victims  of  war  crimes,  genocide,  and  crimes  against 
humanity.  The  fund  will  help  provide  survivors  of  the  worst  human 
rights  abuses  with  the  resources  to  receive  trauma  counseling, 
reestablish  a  livelihood,  and  rebuild  their  communities.  The  Victims 
Trust  Fund  Campaign  is  an  opportunity  to  educate  policymakers  about 
the  ICC  and  the  value  of  victim  compensation  funds.  It  is  also  an 
opportunity  to  speak  out  for  international  law,  not  military  force,  as  the 
best  mechanism  for  dealing  with  human  rights  abusers. 

The  Campaign  encourages  individuals  to  send  letters  expressing  sup¬ 
port  for  the  Victims  Trust  Fund  and  the  ICC  to  their  senators.  Sample 
letters,  ideas  for  getting  involved,  and  more  information  on  the  cam¬ 
paign  can  be  found  at  <www.victimstrustfund.org>.  FCNL  also  has  a 
number  of  activist  campaign  kits  available  upon  request.  You  can  find 
more  information  and  legislative  updates  on  the  ICC  on  the  FCNL  web 
site,  at  <www.fcnl.org/issues/int/iccindx.htm>.  ■ 
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Which  Way  for  National  Energy  Policy? 

Will  Congress  act  this  spring  to  reduce  U.S.  depen¬ 
dence  on  oil,  expand  conservation  efforts,  increase 
fuel  efficiency,  invest  in  developing  renewable  ener¬ 
gy  sources,  and  promote  expanded  public  trans¬ 
portation?  Not  if  the  Senate  follows  the  lead  of  the 
President  and  the  House  as  it  debates  the  omnibus 
energy  bill  in  May. 

The  President's  priorities 

The  President  is  determined  to  increase  domestic 
production  of  oil,  gas,  coal,  and  nuclear  energy.  He 
would  do  so  by  expanding  subsidies  to  these  indus¬ 
tries,  opening  more  public  lands  and  the  continental 
shelf  to  oil  and  gas  development  (including  the  Arc¬ 
tic  National  Wildlife  Refuge),  and  weakening  related 
environmental  regulations. 

The  President  would  invest  less  than  a  billion  dollars 
in  new  funding  (a  relatively  small  amount)  over  the 
next  five  years  to  develop  fuel  cell  vehicle  technolo¬ 
gy.  This  technology,  which  would  rely  on  nuclear 
energy,  oil,  and  natural  gas  to  produce  large  vol¬ 
umes  of  hydrogen  needed  for  the  fuel  cells,  is 
decades  away  from  production. 

The  President  would  give  relatively  little  emphasis 
to  promoting  conseiv^ation,  improved  energy  effi¬ 
ciency,  or  renewable  energy  production. 

Legislation  before  Congress 

In  April,  the  House  passed  HR  6,  the  "Energy  Policy 
Act  of  2003,"  a  bill  which  would  give  the  President 
almost  everything  that  he  wants.  (To  see  how  your 
representative  voted  on  this  bill  and  key  amend¬ 
ments,  please  go  to 

<www.fcnl.org/issues/ energy/  environindx.htm>). 

In  May,  the  Senate  Energy  and  Natural  Resources 
Committee  will  complete  the  mark-up  of  its  version 
of  the  bill.  The  bill  will  then  move  to  the  floor  for 
debate,  votes  on  amendments,  and  a  final  vote.  The 
House  and  Senate  bills  will  then  go  before  a  confer¬ 
ence  committee  to  reconcile  differences.  ■ 


ninjinww 

You  Can  Help  jinluS 


Please  contact  your  senators  today,  p 
More  domestic  oil  production  is  not  the  answer 
to  U.S.  oil  dependency.  Our  country  need  not 
and  should  not  sacrifice  its  public  lands, 
seashores,  and  fragile  ecosystems  to  meet  future 
energy  needs.  Through  conservation,  energy 
efficiency,  renewable  fuel  technology,  trans¬ 
portation  alternatives,  and  expanded  public 
transportation,  the  U.S.  can  meet  its  long-term 
energy  needs  while  reducing  U.S.  dependence 
on  oil,  creating  more  jobs,  stimulating  new 
investment,  making  the  U.S.  economy  more 
competitive  and  secure,  and  protecting  the  envi¬ 
ronment. 

Please  urge  your  senators  to: 


Oppose  continued  subsidies  for  the  oil,  gas, 
coal,  and  nuclear  industries; 

Protect  public  lands  and  seashores  from 
damaging  oil  and  gas  development; 

Invest  more  in  public  transportation; 
Increase  corporate  average  fuel  efficiency 
(CAFE)  standards  for  new  cars  and  light 
trucks  to  40  miles  per  gallon  (MPG)  by  2015 
(The  CAFE  standards  are  now  27.5  and  20.5 
MPG  for  cars  and  light  trucks,  respectively.); 
Increase  the  federal  gasoline  tax  to  more 
fully  reflect  the  public  health,  environ¬ 
mental,  and  security  costs  associated  with 
oil  dependency  (with  off-setting  income  tax 
credits  or  adjustments  for  low-  and  middle- 
income  households); 

Expand  tax  credits  for  the  purchase  of 
hybrid  (gas-electric)  vehicles  and  other  low- 
and  zero-emission  vehicles;  and 
Require  federal  agencies  to  purchase  high 
efficiency,  low-emission  vehicles  for  their 
fleets. 
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On  the  Road 

It  is  about  the  size  of  North  Dakota;  its  annual  mili¬ 
tary  expenditure  is  under  $925  million.  But  from  all 
the  attention  it  has  received  as  the  fighting  in  Iraq 
has  diminished,  one  has  the  impression  that  Syria  is 
a  major  threat  to  the  United  States. 

The  rhetoric  starts  at  the  top.  On  April  13,  President 
Bush  said:  “Well,  Syria  just  needs  to  cooperate  with 
us....The  Syrian  government  needs  to  cooperate  with 
the  United  States  and  our  coalition  partners  and  not 
harbor  any  Baathists,  any  military  officials,  any  peo¬ 
ple  who  need  to  be  held  to  account  for  their  tenure 
during  what  we  are  learning  more  and  more  about." 

That  same  day,  on  CBS  television's  "Face  the 
Nation,"  Secretary  of  Defense  Donald  Rumsfeld 
opined  that  Syria  already  was  paying  a  price  for 
helping  Iraq:  "I  mean  who  in  the  world  would  want 
to  invest  in  Syria?  Who  would  want  to  go  into 
tourism  in  Syria?  The  government's  making  a  lot  of 
bad  mistakes,  a  lot  of  bad  judgment  calls  in  my  view 
and  they  are  associating  with  the  wrong  people  and 
the  effect  of  that  hurts  the  Syrian  people.  It  hurts  the 
Syrian  people  because  reasonable  people  don't  want 
to  be  associated  with  a  state  that's  on  a  terrorist  list. 
They  don't  want  to  be  associated  with  a  country 
that's  engaged  with  Hezbollah  and  moving  terrorists 
down  and  terrorist  materials,  equipment,  and  explo¬ 
sives,  down  to  the  Bekaa  Valley  in  Lebanon.  They 
don't  want  to  be  associated  with  a  country  that's  still 
occupying  their  neighboring  country  of  Lebanon." 

On  April  14,  Secretary  of  State  Colin  Powell 
declared:  "We  are  concerned  that  Syria  has  been  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  development  of  weapons  of  mass 
destruction  and,  as  the  President  noted,  specifically 
on  chemical  weapons.  And  we  believe,  in  light  of 
this  new  environment,  they  should  review  their 
actions  and  their  behavior,  not  only  with  respect  to 
who  gets  haven  in  Syria  and  weapons  of  mass 
destruction,  but  especially  the  support  of  terrorist 
activity.  " 

No  one  in  the  Administration  is  talking  of  war  -  at 
least  right  now.  But,  as  of  late  April,  there  are  some 
troubling  signs.  While  two  carrier  battle  groups  in 
the  Persian  Gulf  have  left  for  their  home  bases,  the 
two  similar  battlegroups  located  in  the  eastern 
Mediterranean  are  still  there.  Moreover,  additional 
U.S.  forces  have  moved  north  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
Iraq-Syrian  border. 


To  Damascus 

Assessing  the  Syrian  threat 

Given  all  this  sudden  attention  and  military  pres¬ 
sure,  what  really  is  the  extent  of  the  Syrian  threat? 

The  CIA,  in  a  report  covering  the  first  half  of  2002, 
describes  Syria  as  actively  pursuing  biological 
weapons,  positioning  itself  to  start  a  nuclear 
weapons  program,  and  enhancing  its  existing  chemi¬ 
cal  weapons  program.  These  were  prominent 
among  the  plethora  of  reasons  that  the  Bush  Admin¬ 
istration,  starting  in  early  2002,  gave  for  its  preven¬ 
tive  war  against  Iraq. 

What  is  Syria's  official  international  treaty  status 
with  respect  to  weapons  of  mass  destruction? 

Syria  is  a  signatory  of  the  1968  Nuclear  Non-Prolifer¬ 
ation  (NPT)  treaty  and  has  signed  but  not  ratified 
the  1972  Biological  Weapons  Convention.  It  has 
acceded  to  full  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency 
(IAEA)  nuclear  safeguards.  It  is  one  of  132  countries 
that  are  state  parties  to  the  1925  "Geneva  Protocol 
for  the  Prohibition  of  the  Use  in  War  of  Asphyxiat¬ 
ing,  Poisonous  or  Other  Gases,  and  of  Bacteriological 
Methods  of  Warfare,"  but  it  has  not  signed  the  1994 
Chemical  Weapons  Convention. 

Analysts  concur  that  Syria  has  developed  chemical 
weapons  and  attribute  the  development  to  Syria's 
fear  of  Israeli  nuclear  capabilities.  Nerve  agents 
sarin  and  VX  are  most  often  cited.  With  regard  to 
developing  biological  weapons,  the  U.S.  was  the  first 
to  level  the  charge.  In  1990,  then  Secretary  of 
Defense  Dick  Cheney,  the  current  Vice  President, 
included  Syria  as  one  of  ten  countries  that  "have,  or 
may  have,  biological  weapons  programs."  Interest¬ 
ingly,  in  1999,  the  Director  of  the  U.S.  Arms  Control 
and  Disarmament  Agency,  John  Holum,  made  no 
mention  of  Syria  in  connection  with  biological 
weapons  although  he  did  comment  on  Syria's  chem¬ 
ical  weapons  efforts. 

Drawing  parallels  between 
Iraq  and  Syria 

Other  Bush  Administration  justifications  for  war 
against  Iraq  might  be  applied  to  Syria. 

Saddam  Hussein  invaded  his  neighbors  in  1980 
(Iran)  and  1990  (Kuwait).  Syria,  along  with  Egypt 
and  other  Arab  states,  is  usually  cast  as  an  aggressor 
in  the  1967  Six  Day  War  with  Israel  because  Syria  is 
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alleged  to  have  initiated  multiple  clashes  along  its 
Golan  Heights  frontier  with  Israel  and  mobilized  its 
army,  thus  constituting  an  "imminent  threat"  to 
Israel.  In  1976,  two  years  after  a  virulent  civil  war 
started  in  Lebanon,  then-Syrian  President  Hafez  al- 
Assad  (father  of  the  current  president),  with  at  least 
the  tacit  acquiescence  of  the  U.S.,  UN,  and  the  Arab 
League,  sent  his  army  to  pacify  the  country.  Some 
20,000-30,000  Syrians  are  still  in  Lebanon. 

Saddam  Hussein  employed  chemical  weapons  to 
massacre  Iraqi  Kurds  in  1988  and  used  his  army  to 
quell  uprisings  by  Kurds  and  Marsh  Arabs  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  1991  Gulf  War.  His  regime  prac¬ 
ticed  perv^asive  repression  of  the  Iraqi  people.  In 
1982,  reacting  to  an  uprising  of  the  Muslim  Brother¬ 
hood  against  Syria's  secular  Ba'ath  party,  then-presi¬ 
dent  Assad  loosed  his  army  against  the  small  city  of 
Hama  in  central  Syria.  Casualty  estimates  run  from 
10,000-35,000,  with  most  tending  toward  the  larger 
figure.  When  it  was  over,  the  town  was  virtually 
destroyed. 

Iraq  harbored  terrorists,  including  al-Qaeda  opera¬ 
tives  and  the  head  of  the  now-moribund  Palestine 
Liberation  Front,  Abu  Abbas.  (Abu  Abbas  was 
accused  of  masterminding  the  1985  seizure  of  the 
Italian  cruise  ship  "Achille  Lauro"  during  which  a 
U.S.  citizen  was  killed.)  Saddam  Hussein  also  gave 
$25,000  to  families  of  Palestinian  suicide  bombers. 
Syria  has  been  on  the  State  Department's  list  of  state 
supporters  of  terror  since  the  list  was  drawn  up  in 
1979  for  its  support  of  and  assistance  to  Hamas, 
Islamic  Jihad,  and  Hezbollah  in  these  organizations' 
fight  against  Israel.  And  Syria  now  stands  accused 
of  being  a  transit  point  if  not  a  safe  haven  for  the 
"terrorists"  of  the  toppled  Iraqi  regime. 

Syria-U.S.  relations 

With  its  old.  Soviet-era  military  equipment,  Syria's 
military  poses  no  threat  to  the  United  States.  Syria's 
economy  is  too  precarious  for  the  government  to 
spend  large  sums  on  any  vast  rearmament  program. 
Because  Syria  is  on  the  State  Department's  list  of 
states  that  support  terrorism,  it  is  under  U.S.  eco¬ 
nomic  sanctions.  Even  so,  legislation  first  proposed 
last  year,  the  "Syrian  Accountability  Act,"  is  to  be 
reintroduced  in  the  House.  The  bill,  reportedly, 
would  ban  all  exports  from  the  U.S.  to  Syria,  prohib¬ 
it  private  investing  in  Syria,  and  impose  limits  on 
diplomatic  contacts. 


Polls  consistently  showed  that  a  majority  of  people 
in  the  U.S.  supported  the  Administration's  Iraq  war. 
However,  a  large  segment  of  that  majority  condi¬ 
tioned  its  approval  on  UN  or  allied  support  for  the 
war.  While  the  U.S.  failed  to  get  UN  approval,  it  did 
claim  support  from  66  other  countries  (46  by  name). 
Of  these,  only  two  (Britain  and  Australia)  deployed 
significant  numbers  of  combat  troops.  It  is  notewor¬ 
thy  that,  in  an  April  3, 2003  CNN /Gallup /USA 
TODAY  poll,  68  percent  of  those  polled  opposed  war 
with  Syria.  No  U.S.  ally  in  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom, 
not  even  Britain  or  Spain,  supports  any  contemplat¬ 
ed  military  action  against  Syria. 

Unlike  Iraq,  Syria  has  cooperated  with  the  United 
States  on  a  number  of  issues.  As  already  mentioned, 

(continued  on  page  7) 


A  Gift  for  New  Graduates 

Give  graduating 
seniors  a  window 
into  the  world  of 
public  policy!  Send 
the  graduate  the 
monthly  FCNL 
Washington  Newslet¬ 
ter  for  a  year  by  making  a  donation  in  her  or 
his  name  to  FCNL.  A  card  will  be  sent  to  the 
graduate  informing  her  or  him  that  the 
Newsletter  will  be  coming  as  a  gift  from  you. 

Contributions  to  the  FCNL  Education  Fund  are 
tax-deductible  and  support  research  and  edu¬ 
cational  activities.  Contributions  to  FCNL 
support  lobbying  and  are  not  tax-deductible. 

Mail  your  check  (designated  either  to  FCNL 
or  to  the  FCNL  Education  Fund)  to  FCNL,  245 
Second  Street,  NE,  Washington,  DC,  20002. 

Charge  your  donation  to  MasterCard  or  Visa 
by  calling  800-630-1330,  ext.  141. 

Donate  online  securely  by  going  to  FCNL's 
web  site,  <www.fcnl.org/suprt/indx.htm>, 
then  call  FCNL's  toll-free  number  (above)  to  desig¬ 
nate  the  gift  for  your  graduate. 

Thank  you  for  supporting  FCNL. 
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Young  Adults  Lobby  for  Peace  and  Justice 


This  year's  FCNL  Young  Adult  Spring  Lobby  Week¬ 
end,  which  took  place  in  the  FCNL  office  front 
March  29  through  April  1,  gave  a  significant  number 
of  young  people  the  tools  they  needed  to  bring  a 
message  of  peace  and  justice  to  Capitol  Hill. 

Despite  the  war  and  the  fear  that  many  people  have 
of  traveling  to  Washington,  DC  at  this  time,  there 
were  30  participants  this  year  coming  from  all  across 
the  country,  including  California,  Ohio,  South  Car¬ 
olina,  and  New  England.  We  even  had  two  students 
from  Sweden  who  came  with  the  Wilmington  Col¬ 
lege  group. 

One  participant  wrote  that  the  lobby  weekend  "sur¬ 
passed  my  expectations.  This  was  a  wonderful 
opportunity  and  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  myself."  "I 
learned  very  valuable  information  and  ways  of  look¬ 
ing  at  things  that  help  me  to  take  a  more  peaceable 
approach  to  activism  and  enjoy  it  more,"  another 
participant  wrote. 

The  participants  made  a  total  of  more  than  twenty 
visits  to  congressional  offices  on  the  Monday  and 


Mark  Your  Calendars! 

September  11, 2003 

Join  Friends  from  across  the  country  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  EXI  for  an  FCNL-sponsored  Septem¬ 
ber  11  anniversary  observance  and  lobby 
day.  Help  to  continue  the  momentum  for 
alternatives  to  war  and  for  the  peaceful  pre¬ 
vention  of  deadly  conflict. 

★  ★  ★  ★  ★ 

November  13-16, 2003 

Join  with  members  of  the  FCNL  General 
Committee  and  other  FCNL  supporters  for 
FCNL's  Annual  Meeting.  These  energizing 
sessions  will  be  held  this  year  at  the  George¬ 
town  University  Conference  Center  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC.  Look  for  more  information  about 
speakers  and  registration  in  upcoming  issues 
of  the  Washington  Newsletter. 


Tuesday  of  the  lobby  weekend.  A  few  participants 
arrived  a  few  days  early  or  stayed  a  few  days  after¬ 
wards  to  make  more  lobbying  visits. 

Lobby  efforts  highlight  new  legislation 

FCNL  staff  members  Jeanne  Herrick-Stare  and  Brid¬ 
get  Moix  briefed  participants  during  the  lobby  train¬ 
ing  day  about  a  bill  in  Congress  that  would  repeal 
some  of  the  most  restrictive  parts  of  the  USA  PATRI¬ 
OT  Act  and  another  bill  that  would  outlaw  "pre¬ 
emptive"  military  strikes.  Many  of  the  young  adult 
participants  then  mentioned  these  bills  to  their  con¬ 
gressional  members'  staff  and  learned  that  the  staff 
had  never  heard  of  these  bills  but  were  interested  in 
them.  The  participants  then  handed  copies  of  the 
proposed  legislation  to  the  Hill  staffers  and  urged 
them  to  support  the  legislation.  FCNL  staff  will  fol¬ 
low-up  to  see  if  those  members  of  Congress  do 
indeed  co-sponsor  the  bills. 

Although  some  participants  were  disappointed  by 
the  reception  in  some  Congressional  offices,  one  par¬ 
ticipant  wrote  that  her  senator's  aide  was  "helpful, 
knowledgeable,  and  deeply  concerned  about  the 
issues." 

"These  folks  were  right  on  track,"  one  participant 
wrote  of  his  visit  to  a  Congress  member's  office. 

Looking  ahead 

Several  of  the  young  adult  participants  were  so  ener¬ 
gized  by  the  weekend  that  they  wanted  information 
about  interning  or  volunteering  for  FCNL.  Perhaps 
the  2003  lobby  weekend  will  result  in  some  long¬ 
term  beneficial  relationships  between  FCNL  and 
some  of  our  new'est  and  younger  members. 

We  have  posted  photos  of  this  year's  lobby  weekend 
on  FCNL's  web  site  at  <www.fcnl.org>.  Click  on  the 
home  page  link  to  the  Photo  Gallery,  then  click  on 
the  2003  lobby  weekend  link. 

For  more  information  about  next  year's  Spring 
Lobby  Weekend,  please  contact  FCNL's  Young  Adult 
Program  coordinator  (email:  <youngadult@fcnl.org; 
phone:  800-630-1330,  ext.  140).  ■ 
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Road  to  Damascus  (continued  from  page  5) 

Syria  had  Washington's  tacit  assent  in  1976  when  it 
entered  Lebanon  to  quell  civil  war.  In  the  1991  Gulf 
War,  Syria  contributed  17,000  troops  and  300  tanks  to 
the  allied  effort.  Syria  aligned  itself  with  the  U.S.  in 
the  "war  against  terrorists  with  global  reach."  And, 
Syria  has  called  for  a  Middle  East  free  of  all  weapons 
of  mass  destruction,  a  stated  U.S.  goal. 

U.S.  Middle  East  policies  need  rethinking 

Over  the  last  18  months,  the  United  States  has  mili¬ 
tarily  forced  two  Islamic  governments  from  power. 
Afghanistan's  new  central  authority  controls  little 
beyond  Kabul,  and  even  there  it  depends  on  the  UN 
sanctioned  International  Security  Assistance  Force. 
The  country  faces  growing  problems  with  a  resur¬ 
gent  Taliban  and  recalcitrant,  powerful  regional  war¬ 
lords  loathe  to  submit  to  Kabul.  In  Iraq,  sporadic 
fighting,  looting,  and  other  crimes  continue.  Basic 


needs  such  as  water,  food,  power,  and  medical  sup¬ 
plies  are  not  reaching  those  that  need  them.  Bitter 
controversy  exists  over  U.S.  attempts  to  reestablish 
civil  society  and  a  functioning  government. 

In  all  the  anti-Syrian  rhetoric,  there  was  one  minor 
countercurrent.  Secretary  Powell  announced  he 
would  travel  to  Damascus  for  talks  with  President 
Bashar  Assad  about  Syria's  programs  to  develop 
weapons  of  mass  destruction  and  its  support  for  ter¬ 
rorist  organizations.  However,  no  date  was  set  for 
the  visit. 

The  military  option  has  left  the  Arab  world  in  disar¬ 
ray.  It  has  left  Washington  with  enough  on  its  hands 
in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  that  it  should  rethink  its  pol¬ 
icy  of  threatening  Syria  with  the  sword  of  Damocles. 
Colin  Powell  is  right  about  one  thing:  "we  have  a 
new  situation  in  the  region."  All  the  countries  in  the 
Middle  East  as  well  as  the  United  States  itself  need 
to  review  their  policies  and  behavior.  ■ 


Iraq  War  (continued  from  page  8) 

So,  what  do  we  do  now?  We  keep  on  keeping  on. 
We  build  on  the  very  real  successes  and  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  our  efforts  to  prevent  the  war  in  Iraq. 

Those  efforts  identified  literally  millions  of  new  vol¬ 
unteers  for  the  peace  and  justice  movement.  This  is 
no  hyperbole.  We  now  refine  our  efforts  to  inform 
and  organize  those  millions  of  concerned  citizens. 
We  all  work  together  to  prevent  the  next  battle  of 
the  Bush  Administration's  endless  war,  be  it  with 
Syria,  Iran,  North  Korea,  or  another  country.  We 
elect  a  new  Congress  in  2004  by  registering  millions 
more  voters  and  by  getting  them  to  vote.  We  sup¬ 
port  that  new  Congress  of  Republicans,  Democrats, 
Independents,  Greens,  Socialists,  and  other  parties 
to  take  back  and  exercise  its  constitutional  responsi¬ 
bilities  to  decide  questions  of  war  and  peace  and  to 
hold  the  purse  strings.  We  the  people  take  back  and 
protect  our  inalienable  rights  as  citizens  by  exercis¬ 
ing  those  rights  in  public  protest.  And  we  convince 
Congress  that  War  Is  Not  the  Answer. 

Our  civilian  officials  led  our  country  down  the  road 
to  war  with  false  promises  of  security  through  the 


sword  and  global  stability  through  military  domi¬ 
nance.  Most  people  in  the  U.S.,  we  believe,  would 
not  choose  that  road.  It  is  a  road  to  a  world  military 
disorder.  It  is  a  road  that  leads  away  from  our  coun¬ 
try's  true  values  and  tramples  the  vision  of  a  free, 
just,  and  peaceful  world  community.  It  is  not  too 
late  to  turn  back.  We  can  still  find  the  road  to  a 
global  civil  society.  We  can  still  create  policies  for 
human  security  and  the  peaceful  prevention  of  war, 
policies  that  affirm  every  human  right,  promote  jus¬ 
tice  and  freedom,  support  sustainable  development, 
and  uphold  human  dignity.  The  times  are  tough. 
But,  as  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  once  said,  "The  moral 
arc  of  the  universe  is  long,  but  it  bends  toward  Jus¬ 
tice." 

We  have  reached  an  historic  moment.  At  this 
moment  the  new,  broad,  mainstream  movement  for 
peace  and  justice  has  a  job  to  do.  We  have  to  con¬ 
struct  a  new  section  of  that  moral  arc  of  the  universe 
that  will  put  us  on  the  pathway  from  here  to  a 
world  free  of  war  or  the  threat  of  war.  We  may  not 
get  there,  but  our  children  or  our  children's  children 
could.  ■ 
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Iraq  War:  What  Do  We  Do  Now? 

A  Message  from  FCNVs  Executive  Secretary,  Joe  Volk 


As  the  U.S.-led  war  on  Iraq  drew  to  its  inevitable 
military  victory,  many  people  who  use  FCNL's  infor¬ 
mation,  analysis,  and  action  alerts  asked  us  "What 
do  we  do  now?"  These  inquiries  came  from  all  over 
the  United  States  and  also  from  Europe,  South  Asia, 
the  Pacific  Basin,  Africa,  and  other  places.  Not  infre¬ 
quently,  this  question  "What  do  we  do  now?"  came 
with  yet  another  order  for  our  War  Is  Not  the 
Answer  bumper  sticker  or  yard  sign.  That  tells  me 
something;  the  people  in  FCNL's  community-base 
know  that  Iraq  was  just  the  first  battle  of  a  much 
larger  war  and  that  our  FCNL  contacts  here  and 
abroad  are  not  giving  up  work  to  prevent  that  much 
larger  war. 

What  do  we  do  now?  We  continue  with  our  mes¬ 
sage  that  War  Is  Not  the  Answer  and  use  it  to  trans¬ 
form  U.S.  policy  away  from  perpetual  war  and 
toward  real  peace  and  security. 

The  U.S.-led  military  victory  in  Iraq  signals  a  failure 
of  U.S.  policy  to  keep  the  peace  and  to  advance  the 
cause  of  human  security.  The  U.S.  military  succeed¬ 
ed.  The  men  and  women  sent  to  fight  this  war 
demonstrated  that  they  are  well-trained,  disciplined, 
and  willing  to  face  death  for  their  country.  Howev¬ 
er,  the  civilian  policy  makers  have  failed. 

Our  civilian  policy  makers  have  spent  scarce  tax  dol¬ 
lars  and  squandered  global  good  will  in  pursuit  of 
their  war  agenda.  They  have  made  perpetual  war  a 
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cornerstone  of  U.S.  policy.  They  have  escalated,  not 
deterred,  the  conflict  with  al  Qaeda  and  other  vio¬ 
lent  extremist  groups.  They  have  fueled  anti-U.S. 
sentiment  and  offered  "terrorist"  groups  a  recruit¬ 
ment  opportunity  by  angering  and  alienating  most 
of  the  world's  people.  Also,  they  have  taught  so- 
called  rogue  states  that  only  the  credible  threat  of 
weapons  of  mass  destruction  can  deter  a  U.S.  mili¬ 
tary  interv^ention.  Thus,  the  shot  fired  in  Iraq  may 
be  the  starting  gun  of  a  new  arms  race  around  the 
world,  and  it  may  be  heard  as  a  casting  call  for 
would-be  "terrorists"  to  audition  for  a  new  round  of 
violence  here  and  abroad.  In  short,  the  military  vic¬ 
tory  in  Iraq  will  almost  certainly  make  us  less  safe, 
less  secure,  and,  sadly,  less  democratic. 

Why  less  democratic?  Because,  as  the  Bush  Admin¬ 
istration  moves  the  world  into  a  permanent  state  of 
war  and  as  more  Americans  feel  (and  are)  less 
secure.  Congress  will  almost  certainly  bend  to  the 
will  of  Attorney  General  Ashcroft.  The  Attorney 
General  has  crafted  a  successor  to  the  USA  PATRIOT 
Act  that  would  further  and  dramatically  compro¬ 
mise  the  Bill  of  Rights.  In  effect,  we  Americans  are 
being  told  by  our  government  that  the  Administra¬ 
tion  must  be  allowed  to  destroy  our  liberty  to  pro¬ 
tect  democracy.  This  is  the  same  idea  that  spawned 
the  U.S.  war  in  Vietnam;  we  have  to  destroy  the  vil¬ 
lage  to  save  it. 


(continued  on  page  7) 


